the reduction of the scales. The superficial venules on the patient's thighs were dilated and the follicles abnormally prominent.
The case was brought before the Section with the object of discussing the diagnosis. The appearance of the lesions, their situation, the absence of greasy scales and their singular resistance to treatment with sulphur put any form of seborrhceic dermatitis out of court. The group under which it seemed to come most naturally was that of the resistant maculo-papular scaly erythrodermias to which Brocq has given the name of parapsoriasis, and more especially to that type which he has called " Erythrodermie pityriasique en plaques disseminees." In certain of its features it resembled the condition described by the late Dr. Radcliffe-Crocker as "Xantho-erythrodermia perstans," which was probably allied to the affection described by Brocq.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. PRINGLE said that at first sight he could not help noting the superficial resemblance of the condition to guttate psoriasis. Therefore he had just asked Dr. Sabouraud if it would be classified in Paris as a parapsoriasis en 4gouttes-a condition he had never been able clearly to identify-but the reply was in the negative.
Dr WHITFIELD said there was a well-defined line, beyond which some of the follicles had little horns in them. Occasionally they took the form of a pustule. He believed the patches were part of a general horny dystrophy, and that the folliculitis was related to the patches.
Paget's Disease of the Umbilicus cured by the Application of Radium.
Miss W., aged 31, came complaining of a smelly discharge from the navel, accompanied by an eruption round the navel. The trouble began four years previously, with a smarting pain round the waist and a redness towards the right side of the umbilicus.
Ordinary remedies were tried, but with no success, the condition steadily getting worse. The patient was then subjected to X-ray treatment-four applications of ten minutes each. This apparently cured it, but very shortly afterwards it broke out again. For twelve months or so ordinary remedies were resorted to, but with no result. Again X-ray treatment was tried-six applications-but this time it got worse instead of better.
Sir Malcolm Morris saw the patient in consultation about the middle of June last, and he advised either total excision or radium treatment. Accordingly small doses of radium were applied round the edge of the eruption, which now had a radius of about 2 in. from the umnbilicus. The radium was applied in successive places round the edge and each place had an exposure of four hours. This certainly had a good effect, although it did not cure it. Finally, on August 21, 1911, at the Radium Institute, the patient had a treatment of .70 mg. of pure radium for one and a half hours direct on the skin, there being no intervening screen. For ten days nothing was felt by the patient, and then she had a burning sensation round the waist and the discharge got worse. This lasted for two weeks and then the skin healed, leaving only a small sore spot on the right side.
The condition prior to the last application of radium is well shown in the photograph and consisted of a raised indurated edge all round with a raw weeping surface extending into the umbilicus.
The condition is now apparently cured, although there is still some discharge, and the question arises as to whether there may or may not be a patent urachus. This has not been conclusively proved, although at times the discharge has an ammoniacal smell. It is interesting to note the large dose of radium used by Mr. Pinch at the Radium Institute-a dose corresponding to two million activities.
The PRESIDENT remarked that when he saw the patient in June the lesion was so marked in its circumference and it was so defined that at first he felt very doubtful of its exact nature, wbether it was true Paget's disease or whether it was a very superficial epithelioma or a rodent. He concluded it was Paget's disease. Another interesting fact was that there had been a discharge, and it looked as if she had a patent urachus. When Mr. Pinch applied the radium he squeezed the area, and expressed the opinion that the discharge had a distinct odour of urine. The discharge was still present. At first it seemed as if the action of the radium had caused a blockage, and had healed up the condition for the time. But it was questionable whether it was healing, as it was still discharging. The radium given was in a large dose, and there was only one screen of india-rubber. She had a violent reaction, which was at its height at the end of a fortnight. At the end of three weeks the condition had quieted down. A case of Paget7s disease of the umbilicus was shown years ago before the old Society by Mr. Marmaduke Sheild. He (the President) had treated two cases of Paget's disease by radium, but in neither of them could he get a biopsy. The cases were typical as far as the clinical appearance was concerned, and had lasted some years. One was of the nipple, with a well-defined border, lasting many years, in a lady who absolutely refused to have the breast amputated, and therefore one had to be content to do one's best short of that. She was treated with radium in a similar manner to this case, and the result had been satisfactory up to the present time. It was done two years ago, and there had been no return. The other case was also well marked, but was not connected with the nipple; its situation was on the side of the breast, not far from its free border, and that case did extraordinarily well with radium. There was one application of radium for two hours, the amount being 25 mgrm. At the end of the reaction every trace had apparently gone. But at the end of six imonths there was a small recurrence. Radium was again applied, and up to the present time there has been no further trace of the disease. There seemed to be no risk of deep-seated changes there.
Dr. PRINGLE was impressed by the complete absence of scarring, and asked if the diagnosis had been confirmed by biopsy or microscopical examination.
Dr. COLCOTT Fox said he had described in the British JTournal of Dermatology' with Dr. J. M. H. MacLeod, a-man who had the disease all round the umbilical region. It had existed for several years, and microscopically it was proved to be genuine Paget's disease. The area was not very large, and it was removed by operation.
Dr. SEQUEIRA said he had treated three cases of Paget's disease by means of X-rays, and in each case healing resulted. Two were instances of Paget's disease of the nipple and the third was on the glans penis, a case which he showed at the Section. In each of the breast cases a duct carcinoma developed later. In the case in which the glans penis was affected there was a nodule of carcinoma in the bulbous urethra. In the present case there was no glandular stricture lying immediately beneath the lesion, so perhaps the outlook would be better.
Dr. WHITFIELD said it was not necessary to make a biopsy in order to diagnose Paget's disease.' One could use Darier's method of taking a scale with some discharge, and examining by staining or in potash. He had only seen a limited number of cases, but in his hands the method had invariably shown the characteristic pseudo-psorosperm bodies.
Dr. MAcLEoD said that he had had the opportunity of studying both clinically and histologically the case of Paget's disease of the umbilicus referred to by Dr. Colcott Fox. Paget's disease affecting regions other than the breast was exceedingly rare. Cases had been reported on the penis and scrotum, at the anus, over the pubes, and on the vulva, but so far as he knew, the case described by Dr. Fox and himself was the first recorded on the umbilicus. I C Fox and J. M. H. MacLeod, Brit. Joijrn. Derm., 1904, xvi, pp. 41-62. Extensive Ringworm of the Trunk and Extremities, with Granulomatous Formations.
By J. H. SEQUEIRA, M.D.
THE patient, a young man, had been brought before the Dermatological Society of London in 1906, and the case was so remarkable -that it was published in full in the journal (British Journal of Dermatology, August, 1906) with photographs of the patient and of the cultures which had been made by Dr. Colcott Fox. After nearly two years' treatment the patient was apparently cured, and he was again shown to the Society. There had recently been a fresh outbreak, arising, in the exhibitor's opinion, from the fact that the disease had persisted in the
